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 FEATURED SELECTIONS 
 

BANQUET AT DELMONICO’S  BARRY WERTH 
The reader is drawn into the circle of philosophers, scientists, politicians, businessmen, clergymen, and 
scholars who brought Charles Darwin’s ideas to America after the Civil War. 362pp., illus. 
 

 
THE WHITE TIGER (Audiobook) ARAVIND ADIGA 

A successful man chronicles his life with cynical overtones regarding how he came into his achievement by 
way of servitude, business, and murder, in this Booker Prize winner. (CD’s) 
   
 

 ART, ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN 
 
 
GREAT HOUSES OF CHICAGO: 1871-1921  SUSAN BENJAMIN AND STUART COHEN 

The first authoritative study of Chicago city houses.  335pp., illus. 
 
 

 BIOGRAPHY 
 
 
CHAMPLAIN’S DREAM DAVID HACKETT FISCHER 

Biography of Samuel de Champlain- soldier, spy, master mariner, explorer, cartographer, artist, and Father of 
New France.   834pp., illus. 
 

DEATH OF A GUNFIGHTER  DAN ROTTENBERG 
The tragic hero who helped save The Union and created the myth of the American gunslinger, Joseph Alfred 
Slade.  520pp., illus. 
 

IN SPITE OF MYSELF:  CHRISTOPHER PLUMMER 
A rollicking, rich portrait by one of today’s greatest living actors. 648pp., illus. 

 
PIG CANDY LISE FUNDERBURG 

Funderburg chronicles her final months with her terminally ill father, embarking on a journey into his roots in the 
Deep South while juggling the struggles of mixed race heritage. 303pp., illus. 
 

POE PETER ACKROYD 
An intuitive look into Edgar Allan Poe’s turbulent childhood, questionable adult life, and the connections they 
make to his literary triumph. 205pp., illus. 
 

THINGS I’VE BEEN SILENT ABOUT AZAR NAFISI+ 
Author of Reading Lolita in Tehran, Nafisi brings us her memories of her life growing up in Tehran. 333pp., illus. 
 

 
 



THE UNCROWNED KING KENNETH WHYTE 
Kenneth Whyte brings to life the early career of the world’s first great media mogul, William Randolph Hearst. 
 546pp., illus. 
  
 

 
 

HISTORY & POLITICS 
 

BANQUET AT DELMONICO’S  BARRY WERTH 
The reader is drawn into the circle of philosophers, scientists, politicians, businessmen, clergymen, and 
scholars who brought Charles Darwin’s ideas to America after the Civil War. 362pp., illus. 
 

BRIGHT YOUNG PEOPLE  D.J. TAYLOR 
An investigation of the lost generation of the Jazz Age in London, as well as a panoramic portrait of a world 
encompassing dizzying success and paralyzing failure.  
 361pp., illus. 
 

A HISTORY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL  KRISTEN A. GRAHAM 
Graham introduces the people and ideas that guided Pennsylvania Hospital through war and social and 
economic crisis, which landed it at the forefront of healing, learning, and innovation. 128pp., illus. 
 

IVORY’S GHOSTS  JOHN FREDERICK WALKER 
A deeply felt examination of the history of ivory, and its uncertain future as well as a survey of the immense 
human and animal cost attributed to the now banned ivory trade market. 312pp., illus. 
 

TRIED BY WAR  JAMES M. MCPHERSON 
McPherson, a Civil War historian, illuminates how Lincoln worked with and often against his senior 
commanders to defeat the Confederacy and create his legendary image. 329pp., illus. 

 
WITH WINGS LIKE EAGLES  MICHAEL KORDA+ 

In 1940, fewer than three thousand fighter pilots of the Royal Air Force stood between Hitler and the victory 
that seemed within his grasp.  319pp., illus. 
 

TRAVEL 
 

ARGENTINA (EYEWITNESS TRAVEL)  352pp., illus. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

VANISHED GARDENS  SHARON WHITE 
A historical look with modern day influence of gardening in urban Philadelphia. 206pp. 

 
FICTION 

 
THE ASSOCIATE  JOHN GRISHAM+ 

After excelling through Yale University’s prestigious law program, Kyle McAvoy must take a job with the most 
powerful law firm in the world to protect his dark and mysterious secret, while battling an assortment of corrupt 
characters.  373pp. 
 



BEAT THE REAPER  JOSH BAZELL+ 
A boldly shocking and hilarious novel by Josh Bazell, a medical resident with a B.A. in writing. In Manhattan’s 
worst hospital the Witness Protection Program fails when a patient recognizes that Dr. Peter Brown once had 
another life.  310pp. 
 

COMPANY OF LIARS  KAREN MAITLAND 
Embark on a turbulent journey through a ravaged countryside, with only liars for company. Karen Maitland 
delivers an ingenious interpretation of Chaucer’s, The Canterbury Tales. 465pp. 

 
 
ECLIPSE  RICHARD NORTH PATTERSON+ 

The spellbinding story of an American lawyer who takes on a nearly impossible case: the defense of an African 
freedom fighter against his own corrupt government’s charge of murder. 369pp. 

 
THE LITTLE GIANT OF ABERDEEN COUNTY TIFFANY BAKER 

A poignant story of friendship, love, and identity that is laced with magic and humor. The Little Giant of 
Aberdeen County breaks new ground with its larger-than-life heroine and her entrance into the ranks of 
modern literature. 341pp. 
 

THE LOST CITY HENRY SHUKMAN 
Discharged from the British military, a young man embarks on a troublesome journey to discover an ancient 
Peruvian city, in memory of his fallen comrade. 321pp. 
 

MUSEUM OF HUMAN BEINGS COLIN SARGENT 
A stylish look at the life of Sacagawea’s son, Jean-Baptiste Charbonneau, as he is fostered by Clark and 
brought up in the eyes of the court, only to return to the new world to discover his identity. 337pp. 
 

NEVER TELL A LIE HALLIE EPHRON+ 
A page turning thriller about how well we know the people we love, and how far we are willing to go to protect 
the secrets of our past. 271pp. 
 

THE PIANO TEACHER JANICE Y. K. LEE+ 
Former Elle magazine editor, Janice Lee delivers a love story during a time of war, and the consequences of 
choices made under duress. A spellbinding novel that takes place in 1952, Hong Kong. 328pp. 
 

RANDOM ACTS OF HEROIC LOVE DANNY SCHEINMANN 
Two seemingly unrelated love stories, which span over several decades, collide when a tragic accident claims 
a young woman and forces her lover to seek help from his distant father, who has a few love stories of his own.  
 388pp., illus. 
 

SICILIAN TRAGEDEE OTTAVIO CAPPELLANI 
An interesting perspective of modern day Sicily’s aristocrats, politicians, and seedy underworld, which 
highlights two pairs of seemingly star-crossed lovers. 340pp. 
 

TINKERS PAUL HARDING 
A work of great power and originality that follows a dying man into his past where he is reunited with his father 
and relives his impoverished New England youth. 191pp. 

 
2666 ROBERTO BOLAÑO 

The late Bolaño’s true masterpiece begins with the adventures and love affairs of a small group of scholars 
dedicated to the work of Benno von Archimboldi, a reclusive German novelist. They trace the writer to the 
Mexican border town of Santa Teresa, but there the trail runs dry.  It isn’t until the final section that readers 
learn about Benno and why he went to Santa Teresa. 898pp. 
 

 
 
 
 



THE VIEW FROM GARDEN CITY CAROLYN BAUGH 
An American student living in Cairo lives among traditional Egyptian women who reveal a fascinating world of 
arranged marriages, secret romances, and the often turbulent bonds between four generations of Arab 
mothers and daughters. 327pp. 
 

WINNIE AND WOLF A. N. WILSON 
A bold novel about the relationship between Winifred Wagner and Adolf Hitler in the world of the Weimar 
Republic and Nazi Germany between the First and Second World Wars. 363pp. 

 
 

AUDIOBOOKS 
 

THE CHOPIN MANUSCRIPT (CDs) 
A unique collaboration by fifteen of the world’s greatest detective writers. 
 

THE WHITE TIGER (CDs) ARAVIND ADIGA 
A successful man chronicles his life with cynical overtones regarding how he came into his achievement by 
way of servitude, business, and murder, in this Booker Prize winner.  
 
 

DETECTIVES 
 

BRIGHT FUTURES STUART M. KAMINSKY+ 
A Lew Fonesca mystery in Sarasota, Florida. 
 

THE CALLING INGER ASH WOLFE 
Aged detective Hazel Micallef hunts a gruesome serial killer of the terminally ill. 
 

DEATH BY WATER KERRY GREENWOOD+ 
A Phryn Fisher mystery aboard a luxury cruise to New Zealand.  
 

DEKOK AND THE DEAD HARLEQUIN A. C. BAANTJER 
An inspector Dekok murder mystery in Amsterdam. 
 

THE EMPTY MIRROR J. SYDNEY JONES+ 
A Viennese mystery and painter Gustav Klimt is the prime suspect.  
 

HELL BENT WILLIAM G. TAPPLY 
A Brady Coyne novel focusing on a mysterious suicide. 
 

ISTANBUL NOIR ED. AMY SPANGLER AND MUSTAFA ZIYALAN 
Short stories from Istanbul. 
 

MOUNTING FEARS STUART WOODS+ 
President Lee and his First Lady cope with the return of a dangerous and cunning fugitive. 
 

PLUM SPOOKY JANET EVANOVICH+ 
Things are about to get spooky in Trenton, New Jersey. 
 

A RULE AGAINST MURDER LOUISE PENNY+ 
A chief inspector Gamache novel in the village of Three Pines. 
 

SEVEN FOR A SECRET MARY REED AND ERIC MAYER 
A John the Lord Chamberlain mystery set in Constantinople.  
 
 



  

                                                                       + McNAUGHTON RENTAL 

  
  
 

 
HOW TO USE THE MAIL SERVICE OF THE CIRCULATION LIBRARY 

For those members who wish to receive books by mail, please follow these directions.  
When you have selected the books that you would like to receive, you may let us know 
your selections by email or telephone: 
 
Email: jilly@philaathenaeum.org.  
Telephone: (215) 925-2688 
 
Alternately, you may print out this list, check the items that you would like and send it by 
mail or fax: 
 
Fax: (215) 925-3755 
Mail:  Jill LeMin Lee 
 Circulation Librarian 
 Athenaeum of Philadelphia 
 219 S. Sixth Street 
 Philadelphia, PA 19106 
 
 
 
Indicate how many books you wish to receive at a time, up to three, and the interval at 
which you would like to receive them.  A reserve list will then be established for you. 
Please understand that some of the books are very popular and there may be a wait.  You 
will receive your books in a padded mailer.  Please open the bag carefully so that it can be 
reused.  There will be a return mailing label in the book pocket in the back of the books.  
The loan period is three weeks.  When you are ready to return them, place them in the 
mailer, cover the mailing label on the bag with the return label, seal the bag with staples or 
heavy tape and put on the same amount of postage.  Take the bag to the post office and 
tell the clerk that the bag is to be mailed "library rate."  We invite all stockholders to take 
advantage of this wonderful service, if you do not already do so.   
 
 

Picking up Books at the Library 
 
Stockholders are always welcome to pick up their books at the library.  If you wish to be 
notified when a book is waiting, please let us know, and provide us with an email address 
(or alternately, a telephone number where there is an answering machine), and we can 
alert you when a book is waiting for you.   If you are pressed for time, you may request that 
a book be left for you at the front desk. 
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